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SECTION T PAGE THRER

Moving Pictures Have Been
Entertaining Houlton People
50 Years First Theatres in 1907

In addmon to havmg the dis-
tinction of being a Sesguicernten-
nial year of a newspaper, the year
of 1957 also has the homor of be-
ing a semieentennial year of that
popular institutien which was
known~ as the moviig pictures
when the first performance was
made here in 1907.

It was late in the fall, during
the month of October as/far ag
can be learned, that Hoeulton was
invaded by two competing moving
picture interests whieh began
performances within a few weeks
of each other,

FIRST ADVERTISEMENT

The first recorded advertisement .

for a moving picture show in a
local newspaper eppears in the
Aroostook Pioneer for October 10,
1907, for the New - Pastime
Theatre in the Mansur Block. The
advertisement set forth that the
bPregram would consist of moving
pictures and illustrated songs by
Mr. Dav1dson

There is a .slight mystery about’

this . advertisement because it ap-
peared in the same newspaper
with exaetly the same teéxt for the
ensuing . three .weeks and then
was absent for' a week or two.
Bach of the first advertisements
promised the -program ‘‘next
week” would consist of these
popular subjects: ‘“The Billboard
Fever”, “A Boar Hunt’; *““The
Chet’s Revenge”, “Dogs Used as
Smugglers”, “The Belle of ' the
Ball”, “Dog Snatcher” and “Forty
Winks”,

‘During . these performances,
which were advertised to open at
ten in the morning and run until
ten at night, Mr. Davidson would
sing “Way Down East’, “Some*
where”, “In the Valley Where the
Sunshihe Never Leaves”.

BIJOU AD APPEARS

It was in the issue of Nov. 7,
1907, that the first advertisement
of the Buou Theatre appeared in
the local newspapers,: also llstlng
moving . pictures and 1llustrated
songs but with a s’horter'prograrn
period, between two and five in
the afternoon and seven and teu
in the 'evening'.‘ Both theatres-ad-

s

vertised an admission price of
ten eents for adults and ﬁve cents
for. chlldren

The amazmg "thing .about this
first appearance of siich a revolu-
tionary influence in the world of
entertainment was the scant at-
tention given to it by the local
press. Neither newspaper took
great pains te herald the arrival
of a completely mnew kind of
theatrical presentation that was
eventually to cause the death of
the stoek companies that had

-made the Houlton Opera Hoise s

popular place for many years.

STOCK COMPANIES HURT -

The Clark-Urban Company, H.
Price - Webber, the Gladys Clark

Company, H. Wilmot Young and|

other traveling stock companies

-were gradually forced to discon-

tinue their annual tours as the
popularity " of the movies grew
steadily.

In regard.to the opening of the
Bijou, the Aroostook Pioneer did
note that, ‘The Bijou Theatre,
which was formerly Soeiety Hall,
is to be opened as a continuous
moving picture theatre next Sat-
urday afternoon. The manage-
ment informs us that this is the
6th city in which they are operat-
ing these entertainments and that
adl’ their theatres are. doing a
capacity business. The . public
can rest assured that they will re-
ceive ag good an entertainment as
is being presented in any of the
larger cities and these entertain-
ments are at present so popular in
other places we have no doubt but
what the people of Houlton and
the surrounding towns will greet
this new venture with geod pat-
ronage o

OPENING REPORTED

The followmg week the same
newspaper - reported that ‘The
Bijou Theatre opened at Music
Hall Saturday under the most
prosperous conditions. The com-
pany ‘has ‘two excellent machines,
for throwmg their plctures on the
canvas and their films are the
clearest and brlghtest -that it is
possible to secure.” The Buou
company has’ an’ exeellent singer
of 1llustrated songs who »d_ally

The Day That Talking Pictures Came To Houlton

The official family of the town turned out to welcome the first talkie to be shown in
Johnny Hassett, then manager of the theatre, stands at the left, hat in hand. Next are, left to right, Fred N. Vose, then
first selectman, Samuel Webber, Justin C. Rose, L. Rupert Ervin, Patrolman (now chief of police} Lincoln Magaw, Chief

Frank Hogan, Patrolman Vernon Sterritt, Charles G. Lunt and William Thibodeau.
the left bumper while Usher Claude York stands by the right side.

the Temple Theatre in 1928.

Usher Walter Wakefield is sitting on
Charles H. Fogg watches between the two.
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pleases the large audiences pres-
ent . ..”

The Aroostook Times did a little
better, noting that ‘“Miss Mae-
Donald is an artist at the piano
and the illustratéd songs by Mr.
Griffin are a feature as he has the
finest baritone voice that has been

‘hear,d here/for some time.

‘“We predict a successful run
for the Bijou’.

In his. repert of the
Editor Lyons of the Aroostook
Pioneer took a somewhat dimmer
view of the future of the movies
as a source of entertainment, His
closing line commented that,
“They give a first class perform-
ance and will undoubtedly receive

event, |

a liberal patronage durmg the
winter months.”

-ENTERTAINMENT PRAISED
Both papers also noted that the

Pastime in the Mansar Block was

also drawing ‘a fine patronage.
The Aroostook Pioneer comment-
ed on the fact they had. heard very
favorable mention of the pleasing
entertainment at this - (Pastime)
Theatre, the picture being “The
Fair and Holy Week: at Seville”.
We are pleased to note ‘an in-
creasing attendance and certainly
know of no better place to spend
an hour or so in witnessing splen-

-did pictures 4and listening to a

godd musical program.”

Neithér paper -

enough interegt in the sponsors
of the theatres to nete that the
Bijou was managed by Charlie
Seymour .who came to Houlton
from Biddeford or that Mrs. Sey-
mour acted-as the first local ticket
seller. Nor was there mention of
those hard funeral - directors
chairs on which the audience was
obliged to sit, arranged neatly in
rows at the start of the show but
shoved around in complete dis-
array before the first reel” had
been completed.

These historians whoe failed to
note that a lad by the mame of
Archie LeDoux, who also did a lit-
tle boxing, was the ‘first moving
picture machine operator at ‘the
Bijou and that, later,

‘managed to -set

Arthur_

Hagerman officiated in the booth
for many years.

There was.a failure also to com-
ment on the skill of Doc Reimer
at the drums, whose sound affects
added great.realism to the picture
unfolding on the screen or thé
music of Jack Thomas who always
: just the right
music for the scene.

Reimer .almost wore himself

out trying to keep up with the|

pistol shots that filted almost

every foot -of film during thei

presentation of The Great Train

Robbery, with Broncho B]lly An- |

derson,

. SOUGHT LOCAT, BUSINESS
The Past_irhe Theadtre made . a.

.certain types.

bid for more lcn,a,l busme% by ac-
qulrlng the services of Miss Lucy
Grant _and Frank MeLaughlin,

both popular local singers;, and

advertising them.

As the year. drew to a elose
there occurred the first incident of
possible objection to movies of
The Pioneer re-
ported that “A protest was regis-
tered with the Selectmen, Wed-
nesday against the penny theatre
on\ Kendall street. We know
nothing about the ‘penny theatre’
but no sane man can find any-
thing objectionable ~ahout the
Bijou and Pastime Theatres.
Their pictures are entertaining

| and instru,ctqlve and- the best of

order is maintained at their Te-
spective places of business that
are patronized by the most re-
spectable people in town.”

The same issue also bragged
that. “The Bifou continues to
grow in popularity with the pee-
ple of Houlton as the crowds that
nightly wend their- way to this
popular play house grow larger
every day dnd the management
has already been obliged to en-
large the seating capacity and it is
no‘wonder, for the show is as
good as any city show."

UT RECORD STRAIGHT

The followmg Week the local
mmlsterlal assoc1atlon sought to
put the record stralght by saying
they had known of several re-
sorts bidding for local patronage
and had requested that ’these be
put under official control as there
Was reason for the concern’on the
part of parents and. teachers that
their shows.might be improper.

Revs.. Kenneth McKay, presi-
dent and T. P. Williams secretary,
denied that their . association had
made any requests to lave
theatres in the town discontinued,

‘but ‘had only asked that all such
“‘official,|

places be .put -under -
competent  and reliable ' super-
vision so that the rights of youth#

Liood and childhood to ,safe and'

wholesome amusement ang’ enter-
tainment shall be properly safe~
guarded.” - S ,-'-.

The Ploneer promptly endorsed
thls stand and regretted’ any mis<

understandmg that may have been

aroused by thelr ltem

A STRONG INFLUE\TCE

The last. 1ssue of the Aroostook
Ploneer for 1906, issued on th

B The »nara,‘zranh reads

our popular towssmes whe had
lately bought a nice little home a
few miles from town, was obliged
to dispose of the place as his wife-<
refused to live there in account of
it being so far from the Bijou
Theatre that it made it hard for
her to visit the Bijou for ‘each
¢hange of pietures and her hu's-
band also acknowledged he had
been thinking of moving back, as
he ‘couid not get along without
visting the Bijou at least :three
times a week.”

The Pastime reported that 1ts
manager, Mr. Aiken had taken as
an associate, T. C. Heywood of the
National Amusement ~Company
and that great things were in
store for its patrons. A 1907 Pow-
ers machine was soon .to be in-
stalled “which will greatly -im-
prove the service.” :

The Heywood Opera House was
by no means to be counted out of
its share of Houlton’s theatre dol-
lar. Manager Walter T. French
had announced as a big Thanks-
giving attraction the versatile
Harry La Marr of Cobb’s Corner,
as Mrs. Partington, together with
“‘all the latest songs, dances and
musical ~numbers”’ and ‘“‘moving
pictures between the acts.”

‘A milestone on Houlton's movie
history was reached. in the early
teens . when that great epic by Da-
vid -Wark Gritfith, The Birth Of A
Netion, came to town. This was
no ordinary moving picture. It was
the first multiple reel production
ever to be made.” Thus it had to
.have a special showing and was
presented in the Heywood Opera
House. |

The company brought its own
orchestra along and also its own
sound effects crew with the result
that the historic production was
shown with great realism to capa-
city crowds who flocked to see it.
* In the meantime the Pastime had
not-progressed as well as its spon-
:sors had -hoped and it was taken
aver. by the managemeni of the
Opera House, the merger being ac-
companied by an announcement
that even better movxes and vaude—
‘ville -'were to be offered to their.
‘patrons

'ANOTHER PALACE
Another moving picture palace of -

" -|that era was the Orpheum which

was started up in the location va-
cated 'by the Pastime in the Man-
[ suT Block ‘biat had a com'paratwely

"; hort: life. In 1911 tHé Dunn Fufni-

'ure ‘Company 'vacated its quarters

on the street floor of the Heywood

“One of

- (Pleaqe Turn to Paze Six)..



and .. Thru the years Houlton has had the finest in Movie Theatres,-
“both indoors and out' of doors, equipped Wifh fhe letest and best in sound
‘and prolechdn and showmg the newest Hollywood releases

We congratulate Houlton and the Houlton Pioneer Times on their
Anniversaries, and pledge ourselves to continue to bring to Houlton the
finest’in Motion Pictures.

"LET'S TAKE THE
WHOLE FAMILY TO THE

MOVIES TONIGHT"




