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d only by the greatest exertiom.
\though despaired of several
imes, the building emerged un-
armed.

The fire was halted on this
ame side of the street at French’s
uilding which was occupied by
villiam Palmer’s saloon, just
'est of the Marble Shop. This
ras a terrific battle. Several of
1e ~volunteer fire fighters were
rostrated by heat and over exer-
on. Here again, the stubborn-
ess of the fighters stemmed the
pread and averted what might
‘ell have heen a disaster many
mes greater.

SCATTERED OUTBREAKS
There were scattered outbreaks
I over the town as the wind
rewed flaming fragments over
ide areas. Several homes on
‘ain street were ignited but ad-
ince precautions enabled the
wners to extinguish them before
srious damage was done.

J. Burnham’s house and barn
iught on the roof, Mark Gray’s
1ildings took fire several times,
r. Donnell’s house caught fire
1 the roof and also on the stable.
eorge S. Plummer’ s barn on
leasant street caught fire on the
of and also, the home of Albert

urleigh, a mile further east on
leagsant street; caught in two
aces.

These scattered outbreaks were
1 successfully stopped and the
ames finally brought under con-
ol after a bitter battie that last-
i all day. )
The people theorized that the
ames had been started b;f care-
ss smoking in the Swanton
able, as a party of fishermen
ad departed from there not more
lan 15 mmutes before the ﬁre
‘oke out.

DNLY PARTIAL INSURANCE
A great many of the buildings
1at were destroyed were partial-
covered by insurance but this
d-not give much comfort to the
omeless families mnor to ,\the
ores that were put out of bus-
less. Twenty one buildings were
runted among the burned, 13
vmilies had been made homeiless
nd the losses added up to a total
[ $25,000. .
Dr. Lewis -B. Johnson appeared
y-be the heaviest loser, his ruin-
i buildings being valued at
3000 with no insurance. Charles
Tenney's loss was placed at
5,500 but he prudently “had
3000 - of insurance coverage.
‘ben Woodbury placed his loss to
is home 'and its contents -at
7000, '

with $4000 of insurance.

One of the obstacles. to more
prompt playing of water on the
blaze was becanse the cover on
the reservoir; in Market Square

. had been sealed in by ice several

inches in thickness and had to be
chopped free. Thus was valuable
time lost.

While all this was going on, the
building in which the fire started
quickly became enveloped
flames. The blaze spread rapidly
up and down Main street in both
directions, hungrily lapping up
the four-story Houlton Exchange,
to the east, Burnham’s saloon,
and a two story building adjoin-
ing.

HELP FROM PREVIOUS FIRE

Here the fire fighters reaped a
dijvidend from their stubborn- bat-
tle nine months before when they
had - demolished a building to
stop the spread of fire.  The Madi-
gan and Donworth building had
not been replaced. A vacant spot
still stood there. Here the fire
again burned itself oyt without
spreading further.

Westward from the Gray build-
ing stood Stdples’ building and
the O. F. Frénch .drug store, also
spared from -the previorls fire.
John Rose had a harness shop on
the east side ot Court street next
to. the drug store on the corner
and, south of ,thls, point, was a
small dye house, the blacksmith
and carriage shops of W. D. Buz-
zell, the James P. Kinney two
story buildixig, the three story
building that housed the Pioneer

office ‘and - Dominck Sweeney’s
residence.’ :
All through this stretch of

buildings the flames roared to
take everything in their path.

" The  victims, many of whose
des’cendants’are still residents of
Houlton and 'some are still in
business, includé the Staples
buildng which was occupied by
the J. "A. Browne Company, dry
goods dealer. :

F.'RENCH BUILDING

The French building, whlch was
occupled by the store on the first
floor, in the’ same locatlon as the
French drug store of today. On
the second floor - were Wllllam
Robinson and the law offices of C.
M. Powers as well as the dental
otflces of Dr. F. F. Innes In the
Buzzell bulldmg on Court street

were located the blacksmith shopb

of M. J. Kiely, the carriage and
paint shop of W. W. Sweeney and
the icabinet shop of. S.'D. Stone.

- In..the' Gray-building; the law
offices. of:-Powsrs .and’ - Powers

in]

-

A July Fourth Celebration In Houlton 65 Years Ago

This is an historical scene of Market Square during an o bservance of Independence Day, 1892. In the left background |

is the picturesque graup of willows fronting the Mansur prop erty on which site the Houlton Trust Company building now
stands. In the right background can be seen the partially co mpleted Rice Block. The old familiar bandstand and horse
trouth are in the center. Only indentifiable figures in the photo are, Black Hawk Putnam, astride his famous white
horse, an indispensable part of any Houlton parade of that era. The youngster with the trombone in the band is the
late C. B. Esters and slightly behind to to the right may be se en the late Albert G Merritt and his drum. There is no ex-
planatlon for the float in the foreground.”

on fire in several places.
In thig fire, too, the spread of
flaming cinders endangered other

Southerly along Coﬁrt street,
dwelling houses were endangered
along both sides of the street for

areas of the town. Fragments t;f
burning wood, shingles, and cin-
ders were carried broadcast.

because it was given credlt for
defending the jailer’s house and
the county wodshed which were

a considerable distance. - The
homes of H. T. Frisbie, :at- the
corner of Military and' Court
streets, the residence of Mrs. Nel-
son Herrin, further to the south
and others:were among those
which caught fire but were quick-
ly put under control.

TWé CHURCHES SAVED

Two churches in the path of the
fire were saved from serious dam-
age and possible destruction by
the alertness of their pastors who
stood guard as the danger grew
greater.

The Congregational church on
Court street caught fire near the
belfry but we:s promptly smother-

ed by the pastor Rev. Zenas Crow-
ell who was watching it. How ths
worthy pastor scrambled up to the
belfry is not revealed in the ac-
count of the incident.

The pastor of the Baptist
chur¢h was equally alert in pro-
tecting his church by quickly
halting fire which struck it. '

Broken plate glass in the bus-
iness section was common. The
glass front on the Hatheway drug
store was a victim of the intense
heat and sudden cooling. It wasg
demolished at a cost of $5(}Oi
There was no insurance.

$40,000 LOSS
The total loss was placed at
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$7000, with $4000 of insurance.
In all, insurance companies are
estimated to" have paid about
$13;000 to their: Houlton pohcy
holders.

LESS THAN A YEAR
Less than a year was at eiapse
before fire was “to strike .the
young village of Houlton . again.
This time with even greater vio-
lence and causing loss . ‘more
severe.

1t Jvas April 1, 1880 just mne

months from -the first scorchmg B

ordeal the townspeople had' gone
through in 20 years, when tlames
again erupted, this time from a
workshop in the rear of Samuel A.
Gray’s workshop attached to his
tinware and stove store on Main
street. .

This time two o’clock in the
morning was chosen for the out-
break and the flames had made a
strong start before they were dis-
covered. This timing was bad for
another reason. The darkness wag
a severe handicap to the fighters.
In addition, ladders were not im-
mediately available, pails for a
possible bucket brigade were
scarce, water in quantity was in-
accessible and the fire company
had been disbanded, so the report
stated.

There is no explanation for the
breaking up of the fire company
but the foregoing are giyen as the
reasons for the spread of the
flames and the extent of the loss,
which might have been avoided
before any serious damage was
done, B '

PIONEER BLOCK BURNED

When it was all over Houlton
people ruefully totaled up the
score and found the total losses
had reached $40,000 with $20,000
of insurance, 17 buildings lay in
ruins, including the Aroostook

- Pioneer, the Exchange Hotel,
French’s drug store, J. A. Browne
Company, and others. Burnham’s
saloon, which had come through
the fire of the previous year with-
out damage, was a victim of this
one with a loss estimated at
$3,000, insured for $2,100.

The Little Giant chemical en-
gine was brought into play as
quickly as possible but the flames
apparently had gained too much
headway for this apparatus to be
very effective without addltlonal
help.

Since the fire of August 1879,
the town apparently had acquir-
ed new equipment because the
Aroostook Pioneer reports of the
fire notes that it was balf an hour
before ‘‘the neiv sngine was in
position to do sifective work’.
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“offices. of: Powérs .and:; Powers
were destroyed as was the barber
_shop of .E. B.. Cornellson and the

Medxcal oﬁlces ot Dr N J Fitz-

vmaunce e d

“Waerst suﬁerer from- thls second
catastrophe to vlSlt the town in
less than a. year was W. D. Buz-
zell who owned the. Hou]ton Ex-

'change hot’el and stables,, shops

and tenement bmldmg ‘He placed
a ﬁgure of. $13 000 on his'loss and

uadmltted to 36000 ol ingutrance.

Bt llttle ot the contents of the
tel were saved. - Ot 38 chamber

’sets only snt complete ones were

found after it was all ‘over. Out
of 40 carpets,: only four were left
whole :

J. A BRO\VNE INSURED

J. A. Browne Company reported
that their stock of dry goods was
insured for $5,100 and about half

‘of the stock ‘was saved. O. F.

French reported a $3,000 loss on
lis byilding with $2,000 insur-
ance and added that the drug and
medicine stock was save without

‘loss.

W. S. Gilman of the Aroostook

| Pioneer owned to loss: of $3000

‘which mcluded one power press,
one hand press and stock worth
$1000. 'Nearly all the newspaper
vandk job type and one job press
were saved. Saving of the press
made possible the usual- weekly
issue. For some tinie thereafter
the Pioneer office was'located in
the Gilman home on Summer
street, :

The fire Jfighting equipment
which the town had acquired be-
‘tween the two fires was a But-
ton fire eigine and it was given
‘great credit for effective service in
staying the spréead of the fire and
protecting exposed buildings, es-
pecially along the west side of
Court street, where the building
in which. the Times office was
located presented a prominent
point of danger.

PAYS FOR ITSELF

The Aroostook Pioneer com-
mented: As an investment it (the
Button engine) may be considered
paid for in this one fire. :

The fire fighters were able to
prevent the flames from jumping
across Main street by throwing
water on the roofs with the Little
Giant engine and a force pump at
Merritt’s store on the corner of
Main and Water streets.

Southward, the path of the
flames was checked by throwing
water on the roofs of the jail and
jailer’s house and out-buildings,
the Court House and A. G. Hunt’s
stables. “Here, again, the Little
Giant appeared to prove its worth

Since the days when this ancient, horse drawn
dump eart was standard equipment, to the
modern, fully motorized trucks of today, there
has always been a Burleigh to furnish the sand
and gravel that have gone into the building of
homes, the construction of business blocks and

public buildings, the paving of streets and the

laying of sidewalks in the Town of Houlton.

~y—

Sure, our part has been insconspicuous . .. but it -
has been important. So, as we consider the privi-
lege it has been to be of service in the past, we are
likewise grateful for this opportunity to extend
our thanks and pay our respects to this town and
to its people, on this, its Sesquicentennial year.
Best wishes, too, to the Houlton Pioneer Times
on its 100th birthday.
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