st emacaee

. AROOSTOOK PIONEER--Illustrated Number.

ARTHUR M. THOMAS.

Arthur M. Thomas A. M. Principal
of Ricker Classical Institute, was born
in Manchester, Maine, Jan. 13, 1858.
At the age of ten he became a resi-
dent of Hallowell and his early edu-
cation was obtained in the public
schools of that city. He then en-
tered Hallowell Classical Institute,
from which school he graduated in
1876. IHe entered Colby University
in the fall of the same year and grad-
uated from that college in 1880. He
was Principal of the Richmond; Me.,
High School from 1880 to 1883, when
he was elected Principal of Houlton
Academy, now Ricker Classical In-
stitute. He has seen the development
of the school from the Academy to
its present size and importance.  He
has witnessed the building of Word-
ing Hall with its convenient and at-
tractive recitation rooms, its hall, li-
brary and other needed roomws.

_He has seen the old Academy build-
ing enlarged and transformed into the
comfortable dormitory that is so nec-
essary anuljunet to any large school.
During his whole service here Mr.
Thomas has labored faithfully for the
success and advancement of the school
and the mental and noral welfare of
the young people committed to his
charge, and in all this work he has
been ably and cordially seconded by
Mrs. Thomas, who is, also, a teacher
in the Institute. The school has an
able and faithful corps of instruetors,

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, Main St.
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH.
i, Rev. Father Moran was Pastor of
the Roman Catholic society in Houl-
ton about the year 1840, and was in-
strumental in having the first church
building erected. 'fhe names of the
pastors suceceeding Father Moran, as
Tar as we have beenable to ascertain
them, are as follows: Fathers Mc-
Kiever, Murphy, tirady, Barcley, 1ty-
an, O’Sullivan and the present pastor,
Rev. Father Williaan Lonergan. The
presenttine church building was erect-
ed in 1889. Its cost was $13,000. It
has a seating eapacity for 400 people,
but has often held many more than
that number. Father Lonergan has
been Pastor in Houlton about eight - O b
years. usefulness for all time in this impor-
e R tant center.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH. I S e
The first services of the Church in THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL
the village of Houlton were held in CHURCH.
1842 by the Rev. John Blake, Chap-, The first pastor of the Methodist
lain of the regiment of United States | Episcopal Church in Houlton was Jo-
troops stationed at Hancock Bar-: seph Lull, who came 1 1832 and re-
racks. When the troops were ordered * mained two years. In 1834 and ’35
to the Riv_Grande, in 1845, to aid in | Abel Alton was the pastor; in 1836,

completed in the eurly purt of May,
1838, aud bemng free rrom debt was
consecrated the Church of the Good
Shepherd, by the Bishop of the dio-
cese, May 3Uth of the same year,

Beside the Church stands a commo-
dious rectory, another monument to
the indefatigable zeal of this sission-
ary. From the incumbency of this
Priest Nay e daved The orgwiug ana
contmuous life of the parisi.

By the will of the late Rev. Joln
Blake, (U. 5. N.), the pioneer priest
in this village, the parish received
$20,000, three-fourths of which is to
be invested by the diocesan T'rustees
as a permanent endowment. This will
secure the parish a coutinuous life of

ARTHUR M. THOMAS.

and it is the peer of any preparatory
school in New Fngland in thorough-
ness and efficiency.

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCE OF HOULTON.

Qccasional services were held as far
back as 1872 in Houlton, by Rev.
Kenneth McKay the present Presby-
terian clergyman in this village. In
1881, a church was built in the north-
ern part of Houlton on the Foxeroft
road, costing $1,600.

In 1886, it was decided by the Pres-
byterian families residing in Houlton
village to purchase a lot and proceed
to build. Accordingly the present 16t
on the corner of High and Military
streets was purchased, and the vestry
now oceupied was erected. The fivst
service was leld in it June 26, 1887,
Barly in 1887, application wus made
to the Preshytery in Boston to tuke
the church wnder its care, and in May
1888 it became a part of the Presbys
terian Church of the United States:
Previous to this time it had heen con-
nected with the Canadian chureh.
A young maun by the nune of George
Reynolds, now of Richfield Springs,
N. Y., supplied the pulpit during the
swinmer of 1888, After his depart-
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_quired to stuly the theory of teach-
. ing, after which they must put their
. knowledye to practical test by actual
f teuching in the Model School, under

1843, and W. T.

FREE BAPTIST CHURCH, Cor. Military and Kelleran Sts.

Savage, from 43
to 1848. Mr. Sav-
age, a very active
pastor, was the
chief instrument
in establishing
Houlton Acade-
my. During the
eleven succeeding
vears, the church
was pastorless,
butsupplied at in-
tervals of from
three to nine
months.  Since
1859, E. G. Car-
penter has beeun
pastor six years;
E. R. Osgood, two
years; @. Crow-
ell, 5 years; R P.
Snow, 2; C. H.
Percival, 2, and
W. I. Cole, 5
years, respective-
ly. The church
was re-dedicated
in 1879. It has a
membership of
100, mainly New
England people.
The church is out
of debt, and has
first class Dbusi-

in the Normal Department of the R. ness men to handle its finances. The

C. Institute, and the number of stu-
dents in this course has steadily in-
creased. This department of the In-
stitute is supported by the State, and
is under the supervision of the State
Superintendent. The course is three
years in length, and includes essen-
tially the same work as is done in the
State Normal Schools. Those com-
pleting the Normal Covrse are re-

the supervision of competent teach-

Cong. ehurch is in spirit and polity,
pre-eminently American,

Herbert 8. McCann, a graduate of
Bowdoin College and of Bangor Theo-
logical Seminary, assumed the pas-
torate in August, 1894. During his
pastorate, a junior Endeavor of 32
members has been formed, the Sunday
school and the congregation have been
greatly increased and twelve members
have been adwitted to membership.

'FREE BAVPTIST GHURCH.
The Free Baptist church at the cor-
ner of Kelleran and Military streets,

ers. “The way to learn to do a thing| formerly stood at the corner of the

is to do it.” In 1889 the State Leg-
islature appropriated the sum of $1,
000 per year, for a term of ten years,
for the purpose of establishing a Nor-
mal Department. A three years’
course was marked out and in the fall
of 1889 the department was opened
with Mr. L. M. Felch as instructor.
Three classes have graduated and
their members are now holding good
positions as teachers in our own and
neighboring towns. The first class
consisted of five pupils."ZAt present
there are upwards of fifty students
in this department. A class of seven
will graduate in June. -

Iustitute grounds, and was moved to
its present location in 1893.

'Fhis church was organized May 8th,
1867, with nine charter members. Of
this number three have died, two have
been dismissed, and four remain. The
present membership is 200.

The first pastor was Rev. M. H.
Tarbox. Under his labors the chuxrch
edifice was erected. Qther clergymen
serving the church as pastors, have
been Revs. W. 8. Stockbridge, Henry
Preble, Thomas Kinney, F.H. Peck-
ham, George E. Lowden, Burton Mi-
nard. and J. E. Gosline. Rev. Rob-
ert L. Duston settled as pastor, Oct.

| Commes

Wwith to attend school. °

He was Superintendent of Schools
and Principal of the High School at
(rorham, N. H., for three years, and
Principal of the High School at Old
Town for five years.  He was junior
partner of the fivm of Sanley & Bry-
ant for two years. He iepresented
Harper & Brothers in New England
for three seasons, wnd hus served ou
the school bourds of isxiield and
Piltsfield.

Several years ago he went (o Pitts-
feld and Lecame connected with the
Muine Central Institute as I'rmeipal
of the Business Colleze of thui in-
stitution. HMis muna zement of lus de-
partnient of the school wus so sue-
cesstul that it became well known
throughout the State, and the numtber
of scholars in the institution rapidly
mereased.  His connegtion with the
1l Departuent of the Rick-
er Classical Institute has beeu equal-
ly as successful, and his school is just-
ly regarded as equal in sy stematic and
practical work, and in thorou zhness
of drill, to any business college m the
country.  We describe this depart-
ment elsewhere, and will only say
here that there is no necessity for any
youns man or woman in Aroostook
county, who desires to procure a thor-
oughly practical business education,
to go outside the Hmits of the coun-
ty for that purpose, for we have here
one of the best schools in tlie State.
Mr. Bryant is the author of a text

=

. H. BRYANT.

hook, also of many methods used in
his own and other commercial sehools.
He is a live teacher, keeping up®with
the most advanced methods and ideas
in educational work.

!

UNITARIAN CHURCH, Military Street.

still ‘further increasing the seating i
capaeity to 800. |

The interior finish is cypress, the !
furnishings, including pipe organ, of !
ouk. * The large basement, contains
an ample dining room, a kitchen and
toilet rooms. This large and eonven-
ient edifice equipped at a cost of about
$10,000, is open for such public use
in our community as is befitting a
house of worship.

UNITARIAN CHURCH.

The Unitarian Society of Houlton
was formed in the year 1811, the Rev.
Mr, Eastman being its minister. In
1835 it was re-formed, and in 1836 a
church was built. The Society became
incorporated in 1872, From 1839 to
1842 -the Rev. Wm. A. Whitwell was
its: minister, and the Rev. Alpheus
Harding did good service at various
times. In 1864 the church was re-

built.and the Rev. Geo. K. Piper be-
came 1ts minister.
He was succeeded in
1867 by the Rev.
John Muwray, who
was followed in18GY ?
by the Rev. E. 5.
Elder. Jan. 1st,
18806, the present in-
cumbent, the Rev.
0.K.Croshy, became
its minister. In1888
the building was par-
tially burned, and ¢
the new church was
builton Military St
end ot School &
and dedicated Sept.
10th, 1890. 1t has

8. A. GRAY’S BLOCK.

S. A. Gray was born in the town of
Linneus, Aroostook ecounty, but has
lived in Houlton nearly all his life.
He learned his trade with Swanton
& Lovejoy, and about eighteen years
ago, he went into the stove and tin-
ware business for himself. He was
burned out about thirteen years ago,
and again in 1893, losing many thou-
sand dollars by these two disastrous
fires.

In 1894, Mr. Gray erected the fine
brick bloek which stands on the site
of his former stores. This block is
40 by 65 feet in size, three stories
high with a basement. The lower
story is divided into two stores, one
of which is occupied by Miss M. A.
Ryan, Milliner, and the other by Mr.
Gray himself. Mr. Gray also occu-
pies the basement, and a room in the
second story for a work room. The
stairway leading to this room is of




EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

The fivst services of the Chureh in
the village of Houlton were held in
1842 by the Rev. John Blake, Chap-
lain of the regiment of United States

THE METHODIST EPIS
CHURCH.
The first pastor of the Methodist

i Episcopal Chiarch in Houlton was Jo-

troups stationed at Hancock Bar- seph Lull, who came 1 1832 and re-

racks. When the troops were ordered ' mained two years.

In 1834 and 35

to the Riq_Graude, in 1845, to aid in | Abel Alton was the pastor; in 1830,

EPISCOPAL CHURCH, Main St.

settling the dispute with Mexico, the
Chaplain did not accompany his regi-
ment owing to ill health, but remainer
inthevillage shepherding and feeding
the small -flock he had gathered.

In 1846 he was transferred to the
Navy, being made Chaplain of the U.
S. ship Sabine. Captain Blake re-
mained with the Navy until a few
years before his death (1893).

For a period of wellmigh forty
years the people were dependent up-
on the ministrations of Missionaries
from other parts of the diocese and
from the contiguous diocese of New
Brunswick, with an oceasional visita-
tion of their Bishop. Through all
these years the Mission was known as
$t. John’s Church.

In 1884 the Rev. Hudson Sawyer
was sent to the village and it is due
chiefly to the- ardiious labors of this
faithful priest that the people were
enabled to quit their hired rooms and
worship in a consecrated building.
The beautitul Gothic Structure was

D. L Thompson ; in 1837, Richard H.
Ford. In 1838, John G. Pingree be-
cane the circuit rider. His field, in-
cluding Houlton, covered a stretch of
seventy-five miles. From 1839 to
1857 inclusive, we find the following
pastors, installed in turn over thissoci-
ety ; Charles Andrews, B. F. Sprague,
Abijah Kendall, C. B. Dunn, E. H.
Whiting, N. E. Rumery, E. F. Blake,
‘L. P. Tapper, W. 1. Jewell, W. T.
Wilson, R. N. Meservey, S. S. Sar-
gent, I. H. Soule, Nelson Whitney, S.
C. Elliott, W. Sherwin, A. . God-
frey. In 1861, E. W. Hutchinson was
pastor and in that year a church
building capable of seating 200 was
evected. From 1863 to 1890 we find
the following pastors: I W. Day,
B. A. Chase, H. B. Wardwell, H. W.
Bolton, E. R. Thorndike, M. D. Mat-
thew, David Sherman, John Morse,
L. L. Hansecom, A. A. Lewis, . C.
Wentworth, H. W. Williams, C. L.
Haskell, H. E. Frohock.

During Mr. Frohoek’s pastorate the

present chureh

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, Cor. Military & School Sts.

edificewas erect-
ed ata cost of a-
bout. $8,000, ex-
clusiveof thelot
It will seat 335
persons comfor-
tably, and the
League and
Class rooms can
be thrown open
when necessary,
atfording  room
for 225 more.
The member-
ship, is now, in-
cluding those on

233,

probation, 237
The Sunday’
school is large
and prosperous.
The Epworth
League num-
bers over 100,
and the Junjor |
Leagne has
about 40 mem—‘I
bers. $300have |
been expended !
in improve-
ments during
the past year.
The present pas-

‘White.

tor is Fred E.|croscopy. -

Kenneth McKay the present Presby-
terian clergyman in this village. In
1881, a church was built in the north-
ern part of Houlton on the Foxcroft
road, costing $1,600.

In 1886, it was decided by the Pres-
byterian fumilies residing in Houlton
village to purchase a lot and proceed
to build. Accordingly the present lét
on the corner of High and Military
streets was purchased, and the vestry
now occupied was erected. The fivst
service was held in it June 26, 1887.
Early in 1887, application was made
to the Preshytery in Boston to tuke
the church under its care, and in May
1888 it became o part of the Presby:
terian Church of the United States.
Previous to this time it had been con-
nected with the Canadian church.

* A young mun by the name of George
Reynolds, now of Richfield Springs,
N. Y., supplied the pulpit duving the
sununer of 1888,  After his depart-
ure u call was extended to the pres-
ent pastor. The call was accepted and
Mr. McKay and family moved to
Houlton in October of that year. In
1889, the manse was built at a cost
of $3,000. The membership is now
150, mostly in Houlton. The vestry
has long been too simall to accommo-
date the congregation, and it has been
decided to erect a church building the

coming summer. Already $4,000 to- |

wards this object has been pledged.
A building committee consisting of
James Archibald, Robert Stephenson
and George McIntosh have the work
in hand. It is intended to have the
new church dedicated free of debt be-
fore the close of the season. The
plans for the new house indicate that
it will be an ornament to the town in
an architectural sense.

LLEWELLYN M. FELCH.

Llewellyn M. Felch, Principal of the
Normal Department in the Ricker
Classiral Institute, is a native of Lin-
neus, Me. He attended Houlton Acad-
emy, and the High School in Lewis-
tou, and is a graduate of Dirigo Busi-
ness College. In 1883, he graduated
from the Farmington State Normal
Sehool, and afterwards spent two
years with private instructors in the
study of languages.

He taught several terms of district
schools, and was assistant in the «Lit-
tle B3lue” school for boys at Farming-
ton for two years. He was Principal
of the Riverton High School, River-
ton, Nebraska, which position he re-
signel to accept the position he now

LLEWELLYN M.

holds in the R. €. Institute. For the
last two summers he has been con-

FELCH.

nected with the Martha Vineyard

Summer Institute as instructor in mi-

_He has been eminently successful

LATIN CLASS ’97"'RK:KEB, CLASSICAL INSTITUTE.

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

The organization of the First Con-
gregational Church, the oldest church
in Houlton, was begun onthe 10thday
of October, 1811. The articles of faith
were signed by Samuel Kendall, Jo-
seph Putnam, Aaron Putnam, Samuel
Rice, James Houlton, Eben Warren,
Joshua Kendall, Betsey Putnam, Isa
Putnam, Betsey Rice, Sally Cook, Sa-
rak Houlton, Sally Houlton, Polly
Houlton, Louise Houlton and Hannah
Shaw. The founders of the church
were members of the Congregational
church in New Salem, Mass. On Oct.
13th, the organization was completed
and the church was called the “First
Cong. Church of Houlton,” eighteexk
persons being made members. The
church was foreleven years, under the
tntelage of the New Salem church,
and was destitute of a continuous
ministry.

In the summer of 1824. Rev. Sam-
nel Whitehall, of Norridgewock, was
sent to Houlton by the Maine Mis-
sionary Society. From 1831 to 1841,
the ¢hurch had the following pastors:
Jos. B. Stevens, Jotham Sewall, Rev.
Wy, Beman. The presentchurch build-.
ing was dedicated June 19,1839, Sam-.

30, 1892. He was born in Lewiston,
Me., in 1858, graduated from Cobb
Divinity School in 1886 and has held
pastorates in Buxton, Me., Rochester, |
N. H., and Rockland, Me., before
coming to Houlton. During the pres-
ent pastorate fitty have united with
the church. Thehouse is tilled at both
morning and evening services every
Lord’s Day.

The Deacons of this churchare E. W.
Merritt and Charles Gellerson. The
Sunday school is large and prosperous
under the superintendency of Hon.
R. W. Shaw. 7The President of the
Younyg People’s Society is Ralph H.
Whitney, énd of the Junior C. E,, is
Hddie Mexritt. ~Both of these socie-
ties have a large membership and are

in a good working condition.

H. H. BRYANT.

H. H. Bryant, the Principal of the
Commercial Department of Ricker
Classical Institute, was boxn in Wood-
stock, Me., Sept. 20, 1854. He left
home at the age of thirteen, but even
then he was determined to have an
education. He fitted tfor Bowdoin Col-
lege at Hebron and Gould Academies,
 teaching in the public schools to en-

uel Abbot was pastor from 1841 to.!

able him to procure the means where-

RICKER CLASSICAL , INSTITUTE.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH.

The First Baptist church of Houl-
ton was organized March 25th, 1863,
with thirteen members. Inthe thir-
ty-two years of its life, 346 different
persons have been enrolled. Its pres-
ent membership is 203. In 1867 the
first ehureh building was erected and
later a vestry and fine parsonage were
added to its property. During the
past year the old church has been en-
tirely re-constructed and its capacity
enlarged to meet the needs of the con-
gregation.

The church has had an ingpiring
history. Born in poverty, it raised
during the first year $16. During the
last year it raised for cwrrent ex-
peuses, (aside from church building),
and benevolent and missionary en-
terprises, $4,018.25. It has expend-
ed for the extension of God’s King-
dom, at home znd abroad, during the
thirty-two years of its existence, the
sum of $45,500.

The church has been fortunate in
its succession of pastors. The value
of the pioneer work of Rev. R. C.
Spauldingand hisnoble wife,in whose
bumble home the church was organ-
ized, cannot be estimated. By their

consecrated wisdom and sacrificing
laborsthe foundations
were so luid that those
who vame after them
could build securely.
Rev. G, G, Porter, as
pastor, wis the first to
Luillupon the founda-
tions.  After him, in
fimely succession,
came Rev. ¢ M. Her-
ring, Rev. B, I, Shaw

D. ., Rev, Isalah
Record, Rev, N, T
Dutton and Rev. €.

. Owen, the present
pastor.

The new church ed-
ifice is of molern
style, and is finely ap-
pointed for chureh
work. Anaaditorinm,
capableot seating £50
people, has o vestry
opening intoit by =ld-
ing doors, enlarging
its capacity to 625,

1842 the Rev. Wm. A, Whitwell was
its' minister, and the Rev. Alpheus
Harding did good service at various
times. In 1864 the church was re-
built-and the Rev. Geo. F. Piper be-
came 1ts minister.

He was succeeded in -
1867 by the Rev.
John Muwrray, who
was followedin1869
by the Rev. I
Elder. Jan. 1st
1886, the present in- |
cumbent, the Rev.
Q.K.Crosby, became
its minister. In1888
the building was par-
tially burned, and
the new church was
builton Military 8t.,
end of School St

and dedicated Sep

10th, 1890. 1t has
one of the pleasant-
est audience rooms
in the State, also has
a commodious Sun-
day school room, a
kitchen and parlor.
The Society has
two subordinate =
working societies,—
a Ladies’ Cirele and
a Lepd-ahand Club; also a literary
society “The Athena Club.” The so-
ciety has seem its most prosperous
condition in the last few years, and
hag a very flourishing Sunday school.

Ryan, Milliner, and the other by Mr.
Gray himself. Mr. Gray also occu-
pies the basement, and a room in the
second story for a work room. The

stairway leading to this room is of

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, Court Street.

vellow bireh. The shelving in the
store is of ash. Mr, Gray carries a
large stock of stoves, ranges, tin-
ware and kitchen furnishings. Inthe
front part of the second story are two

and also a parlor,

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, Court Street.



